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THE QUESTION BOX 

The Wisconsin Historical Library has long maintained a 
bureau of historical information for the benefit of those who care 
to avail themselves of the service it offers. In "The Question 
Box" will be printed from time to time such queries, with the 
answers made to them, as possess sufficient general interest to 
render their publication worth while. 



THE WISCONSIN HOME OF FRANCES E. WILLARD 

In writing a life of Frances E. Willard I find a question or two 
coming out of the residence of her family in Janesville, Wisconsin. 
The family came to live on a farm on the Rock River about three miles 
south of Janesville in the spring of 1846. I understand that the agita- 
tion for statehood was taking place in 1847. Am I right about that? 
Mr. Willard was a member of the Wisconsin legislature the winter of 
1848-49. Am I right in that, also? Was he a member of the first 
meeting of legislature in the state? He is said to have been one of 
thirteen "Free Soilers" who first in Wisconsin appeared in politics. Is 
that also the fact ? He is said also to have taken part in some temperance 
legislation during the time he 1 was in the legislature. Could you tell 
me what temperance legislation was enacted during the time he was in 
the legislature? Still another question: Mr. Willard (Josiah Flint 
Willard was his name) took up about one thousand acres of land. Could 
you tell me about the value aVerage of cost in that year 1 846 ? 

The journals of Miss Willard, begun when she was a mere child, 
interest me immensely. It seems to me that it might be worth while to 
print them entirely. They would, it seems to me, cast a great deal of 
light upon the conditions in that state and in fact in any edge of the 
wave of immigration as it passed on westward. Her father was in rela- 
tion with the Smithsonian Institution and through that she became 
interested in weather and meteorological matters and records incidents 
accurately. The struggles of a family in the midst of early conditions 
are portrayed in artless but sometimes very tragic expression. I wonder 
if there is in Wisconsin any society that publishes such records? I am 
sure the literary executors would be willing if I urged it. The journals 
are in my hands at present. Perhaps you could tell me the name of 
some person or society to address in regard to this. 

Martha Foote Crowe, Chicago. 
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We are much interested in what you say of the Willards' Wis- 
consin life, and will be glad to give you all the information in our 
power. Miss Willard in her autobiography speaks of her father's 
interest in the History of Rock County which he was writing. A 
copy of that book, in our possession, affords much material on the 
Willard farm, and on Mr. Willard's activities. The book is entitled 
History of Rock County and Transactions of the Rock County 
Agricultural Society and Mechanics' Institute. Edited and com- 
piled by Orrin Guernsey & Josiah F. Willard. Published by the 
Rock County Agricultural Society and Mechanics' Institute, Janes- 
ville, Wis. : Wm. M. Doty and Brother, Printers, 1856. The book 
was published according to a resolution of the society, signed by 
a committee of five, of which Mr. Willard was the chairman. 

A careful examination of the contents leads us to the supposi- 
tion that in the division of the work, Mr. Guernsey, who was one of 
the Willards' nearest neighbors, undertook the editing of Part I, the 
history of the county, while Mr. Willard compiled Part II, the 
records of the Rock County Agricultural Society and Mechanics' 
Institute. In his description of Rock Township (range twelve east, 
town two north) the author in speaking of its earliest settlement 
says: "D. Hume built a very respectable boat [1836] at what was 
known as 'Hume's wharf,' on Sec. 10, now the farm of J. F. Willard" 
(p. 145). Again: "In 1841 J. F. Willard bought Mr. Warren's 
claim in Sec. 10, where he now resides." This raises the question 
whether Mr. Willard did not visit Wisconsin and make the purchase 
at the time he went to Oberlin to live, holding it until he was ready 
to remove and settle in our state. Of course the date 1841 may be 
a typographical error, but there are few such in the book, and the 
authors would probably know when Mr. Willard bought his land. 
The writer continues: "The first 'breaking' [plowing prairie soil] 
done in the town or in the county, was on the N. W. qr. of Sec. 11, 
upon the farm of J. F. Willard, by Mr. John Inman, in the spring 
of 1836. It was 'cropped' with buckwheat and produced a fair 
yield" (p. 147). 

"The number of farms in this town is 105. Hon. J. F. Willard 
resides in this town. He represented his Assembly district in the 
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Legislature of 1849." Among the town officers J. F. Willard was 
superintendent [of schools] in 1854 and in 1855. In listing the 
larger farms of the township (p. 152) Mr. Willard's name heads 
the list with the following statistics: 

128 acres under cultivation 
550 bushels of wheat 
1600 bushels of com 
1200 bushels of oats 
300 bushels of rye 
100 bushels of potatoes 

3 horses 

25 cattle 

150 sheep 

25 swine. 

Turning to the second part of the book one finds that Mr. Willard 
was largely instrumental in organizing in 1851 the Rock County 
Agricultural Society. He was one of the committee to draft a con- 
stitution, and was elected recording secretary at the same meeting, 
January, 1851. The next meeting held in February he attended 
and was one of a committee of five to draft by-laws. The county 
fair was held October 1, 1851; Mr. Willard was a judge of one of 
the sections. He read before the society in September, 1851, an 
essay on "Education of Farmers." This is given in full (pp. 227-30). 
In it he advocates a liberal education for the farmer as well as for 
the man who adopts the so-called learned professions. His mind 
should be disciplined, cultivated, and elevated. The farming interest 
is the base of all civilization; farming should advance in respecta- 
bility. It is not vocational education he advocates, but the "virtue 
and intelligence" of the rural population. 

At the annual meeting December 1, 1851, Mr. J. F. Willard was 
chosen president. His presidential address (pp. 233-39) is a very 
practical talk to his fellow farmers. He says the first error into 
which many have fallen is the buying of too much land ; even if it is 
all paid for it is a mistake to hold too much ; fences, taxes, etc., eat 
up profits. (Is this perhaps from his own experience?) He also 
advises a more diversified farming, too much wheat growing being 
disastrous; he advocates the cultivation of fruit trees, and trees 
for timber, citing Sir Walter Scott on the planting of trees. At the 
fair that year (1852) Mr. Willard took a prize for the best draught 
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mare, the best bull calf, the best six turkeys, and for "good specimens 
of Irish pink-eyed potatoes of extraordinary size." In the Ladies' 
department Mrs. J. F. Willard had a premium for the "best bouquet 
of flowers" and in the Farms and Garden section J. F. Willard took 
first prize for both. The following is an extract from the report of 
the committee, J. P. Wheeler, and E. A. Foote, appointed to examine 
Farms and Gardens. 

The committee visited the farm and flower garden of J. F. Willard, 
Esq., of Rock. The farm is situated on the east side of Rock River, 
about two miles below Janesville, and contains about three hundred and 
forty acres, with a road running from north to south through it, leaving 
about one hundred acres west of the road, and near the road, are located 
the farm buildings, consisting of an ordinary sized dwelling, known as 
the "Forest Cottage," neatly constructed, and admirably arranged for 
utility and convenience, while within, there seems to be "a place for 
everything and everything in its place." 

There is also a horse-barn, granary, and other outbuildings, the 
arrangements of which are in excellent taste. On the top of the horse- 
barn is an observatory, from which the proprietor can at any time over- 
look the whole premises, and from which a magnificent view can be 
obtained of one of those beautiful landscapes, so characteristic of Rock 
County, and stretching for miles in every direction. There is also, on 
thfs part of the farm, a fruit garden, containing a large number of 
thrifty young trees, well cultivated, among which your committee noticed 
the Peach, Plum, Cherry, Apple, Siberian Crab, &c, all of which, together 
with the buildings, are judiciously arranged, exhibiting evidence of skill 
and taste worthy of imitation. This part of the farm is mostly covered 
with oak openings, and is used mostly for pasturage, furnishing a delight- 
ful shade for building and stock. It is watered by Rock River, which 
forms its western boundary. 

On the east side of the road, the land is mostly prairie — nearly 
level — with about two hundred and forty acres enclosed in one field. 
The committee noticed about a mile of living fence, mostly locusts, with 
a piece of native thorn fence; the balance of about two miles consists 
of rails, stakes with capping, timber set in a trench, &c. There are a 
few acres of locusts sown broadcast for timber. There is also a thrifty 
young orchard, of about one hundred and fifty apple trees, doing well, 
and a moveable granary, which can easily be removed to any part of the 
farm, to receive the grain when threshed, thereby saving a great amount 
of labor in the hurrying time of harvest, by avoiding the necessity of 
hauling grain a great distance to any given point. We also noticed 
the arrangement of crops, such as corn, oats, wheat, beautiful fields of 
clover, timothy, Sac.., all evincing taste in their arrangement, while the 
excellent state of cultivation of the farm denotes energy and skill in 
execution. On the whole, the committee consider this farm a very good 
model. 
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The committee also examined the flower garden of Mr. Willard, 
where we found the Native and White Cedar, the English, American, 
Norway and Balsam Firs, the Scotch Pine, the Mountain Ash, the Golden 
Willow, the Horse Chestnut, the Cypress vine, three varieties of Honey- 
suckles, the Flowering Almond, double and single Michigan Roses, the 
Canary Bird Flower, and about thirty varieties of Dahlias ; among which 
are "George IV," "Russell Anna," and a thousand et ceteras, delightful 
to the eye and deliciously odorous, all tastefully arranged, and giving 
unmistakable evidence, in many instances, of the care of a softer hand, a 
finer touch than that of the "lords of creation." Flowers and shrubbery 
intermingled so as to present a tasteful appearance, as there were, 
should be seen to be appreciated. 

Mr. Willard in December, 1852, was reelected president and 
chosen one of three delegates to an agricultural convention to be 
held at Madison in January, 1853. His presidential address was 
delivered at the annual fair, held at Janesville, October 6, 1853. In 
it he urges the farmers to prepare for good times, citing the fact 
that access to markets via the railroad had changed all their inter- 
ests. He again urged more diversified farming, and advocated the 
raising of cattle, sheep, and hogs, and especial attention to the dairy 
interests. At that same year's fair Mrs. Willard was chairman of 
the judges in the millinery, dressmaking, and plain needlework 
section. 

At the next year's fair (1854) Mr. Willard was chosen superin- 
tendent of the fair grounds, took a premium for a "pair of white 
Shanghais," and for the "best show of plums." 

The records of the society do not come down later than 1855. 
Mr. Willard was treasurer for that year and was appointed on sev- 
eral committees. 

There seems to have been a group of very intelligent and 
thoughtful farmers living in the Willard neighborhood. Most of 
the early settlers of Rock County were New England people with a 
high average of education and ability. The Hodges and Burdicks 
Miss Willard has herself described. Upon a map of 1858 the farm 
of J. G. Knoepfel, sliced off from Mr. Willard's farmstead, is shown. 
On this same map the little brown schoolhouse is indicated on the 
Hodge property, with the farms of the Hoveys and Inmans near. 
The Hayners lived on the west side of the river, as did also the 
Washburn and Sears families. The Burdicks came in 1850 from 
Rensselaer County, New York. 
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Mr. Sutherland, whom Miss Willard names as her father's friend, 
was probably James Sutherland, of Janesville, a prominent merchant 
of the place, who had a bookstore and stationery shop; he was a 
Free Soiler and a temperance advocate, a prominent educator, the 
founder of Wisconsin's normal school system, and a prominent 
member of the Congregational Church at Janesville. 

The first constitutional convention to prepare for statehood met 
at Madison October 5, 1846, and adjourned December 16 of the 
same year. It was an able body of men, one hundred and twenty-four 
in number, and represented the best elements in the territory. The 
Janesville district was represented by A. Hyatt Smith, later attor- 
ney-general of the territory, a prominent and enterprising Democrat. 
The first constitution was rejected by the people because of clauses 
prohibiting banking, making homestead exemptions for insolvent 
debtors, and establishing a married woman's rights to her own 
property. The question of negro suffrage, which was a burning one 
in the territory, was left to a separate vote, the five thousand that 
endorsed it being the measure of the Liberty party's strength in the 
community. The second convention met November 29, 1847, and 
was a much smaller body, sixty-nine in number. The second consti- 
tution was less radical than the first and was adopted by a large 
majority. May 29, 1848 Congress formally admitted Wisconsin to 
statehood. The first legislature was held in the summer of that year, 
so that it was the second state legislature to which Mr. Willard 
was elected, November 5, 1848. The antislavery cause had made 
great strides in that campaign. The Free Soil party was organized 
at the Buffalo convention in August of that year. In July, 1848, 
a call was issued for a convention to meet on the twenty-eighth at 
Janesville to elect delegates to the National Convention at Buffalo. 
It was said that the Democracy of Rock County had the Van Buren 
fever strong. They called themselves "Barnburners," a New York 
State nickname, and the party's organ in Wisconsin was the former 
abolitionist paper, transformed into the Wisconsin Barnburner. The 
Free Soil movement was especially strong in the southeastern coun- 
ties settled by New Yorkers and New Englanders. They succeeded 
in electing their candidate for Congress, Charles Durkee, of 
Kenosha, the first Free Soiler to enter the national legislature. 
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Mr. Willard was nominated and elected to the state legislature 
on the Free Soil ticket. Apparently he had been before this time a 
Democrat. There were five assemblymen from Rock County, of 
whom the Democrats elected three and the Free Soilers two. There 
were sixteen Free Soilers elected from the entire state to the assembly 
and three to the senate. The assembly began at Madison January 10 
and adjourned April 2, 1849. It was a strong antislavery body, 
although the Democratic senator, Isaac P. Walker, was reelected. 
Mr. Willard cast his vote for Byron Kilbourn, the Free Soil candi- 
date. The legislature on February 8, 1849, instructed its congres- 
sional representatives by a joint resolution to oppose all bills for 
organizing New Mexico or California unless they contained a clause 
forever forbidding slavery. Another joint resolution was passed to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia ; and on March 31 a vote 
of censure was passed against Senator Walker for his vote in the 
senate on the Wilmot proviso, and his resignation was demanded. 
Practically all parties in Wisconsin were at this time antislavery, 
but the Free Soilers had absorbed most of the Abolitionists and 
Liberty party men and were more radical than the regular Whigs 
and Democrats. 

With regard to the temperance movement in Wisconsin we have 
less information. There was considerable agitation of local option 
during the territorial period. In the legislature of which Mr. Wil- 
lard was a member a bill was introduced to abolish all licenses for 
liquor selling. It did not pass, and as no vote is recorded Mr. Wil- 
lard's attitude is not a matter of record. It was fathered, appar- 
ently, by Samuel D. Hastings, later a well-known temperance 
advocate. About 1852 a strong attempt was made to pass a "Maine 
law" in the Wisconsin legislature ; but we have no information what 
part Mr. Willard took in these activities, aside from the general 
supposition that he was interested in reforms. 

It may be of interest to know that the legislature to which Mr. 
Willard belonged passed a married woman's property act, along the 
lines of the provision rejected in the first constitution. 

THE WISCONSIN STATE FOREST RESERVE 

I understand that there is a monograph or pamphlet or small book 
treating of the record in this state as to the sale of the forest school 



